
GENESIS 11: 1-9



1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2

As men moved eastward, [a] they found a plain in Shinar and settled 

there. 
3 They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them 

thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4

Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that 

reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves 

and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth." 
5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the 

men were building. 6 The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the 

same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to 

do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and confuse 

their language so they will not understand each other." 
8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they 

stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel [c]—

because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. 

From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole 

earth.

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gen%2011&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gen%2011&version=NIV


Acts 2:1-13



1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 

place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 

heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw 

what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on 

each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other tongues[a] as the Spirit enabled them. 5Now there were 

staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under 

heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 

bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own 

language. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who 

are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in 

his own native language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents 

of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia 

and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors 

from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and 

Arabs-we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own 

tongues!" 12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What 

does this mean?" 13Some, however, made fun of them and said, 

"They have had too much wine."

Acts 2:1-13

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ac%202&version=NIV


PENTACOST AND LANGUAGES

Background of the sermon

Both feature many languages: the 

tower of Babel and pentecost. 

Glossa - means tongues - tongues of 

fire as well as languages



GENESIS 11 AND ACTS 2 COMPARED

Similarities

Differences



GENESIS 11 AND ACTS 2 COMPARED

God gives new languages

God descends

People’s list

Directions

Similarities



GENESIS 11 AND ACTS 2 COMPARED

People’s list



GENESIS 11 AND ACTS 2 COMPARED

Genesis: keep together in spite of 

Gods command, God comes down, 

they spread all over the world

Acts: keep together accoring to 

Jesus’ command, God comes down, 

they spread all over the world

Directions



Stay 

together



Stay 

Together!

Ascension



GENESIS 11 AND ACTS 2 COMPARED

Purpose

Language and understanding

Equality and elite

Differences



GENESIS 11 AND ACTS 2 COMPARED

Genesis: making a name for 

ourselves

Acts:Magnifying Gods name

Purpose



GENESIS 11 AND ACTS 2 COMPARED

Genesis: all kinds of different 

languages are spoken, but not

understood

Acts: all understand because they

hear their own languages

Language and understanding



GENESIS 11 AND ACTS 2 COMPARED

Genesis: only a small elite can stand 

on the top of the tower

Acts: all speak and all hear…

Equal and elite



CONCLUSION: 4 QUESTIONS

òWhat is our goal? 

òCan we be understood?

òElite of equality?

òWho is at the centre?



WHAT IS OUR GOAL? 

òStay together… get famous?

òBe filled with the Holy Spirit in order 

to go out and declare Gods' mighty 

works?



CAN WE BE UNDERSTOOD?

òSpeaking the same language is not not 

a guarantee for understanding 



ELITE OF EQUALITY?

òDo we expect a few to run the church? 

òOr is every believer a minister of the 

Gospel? 



Different languages and cultures 

are part of Gods' plan

God, by His Spirit, gives the 

means to understand one another 

Special message for IBC…


