
1To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a 

witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also will 

share in the glory to be revealed: 2Be shepherds of 

God's flock that is under your care, serving as 

overseersðnot because you must, but because you are 

willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for 

money, but eager to serve; 3not lording it over those 

entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 
4And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 

receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 



5Young men, in the same way be submissive to those 

who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with 

humility toward one another, because, 

"God opposes the proud 

but gives grace to the humble." 6Humble 

yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that 

he may lift you up in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety 

on him because he cares for you. 



8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil 

prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone 

to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, 

because you know that your brothers throughout the 

world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 
10And the God of all grace, who called you to his 

eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little 

while, will himself restore you and make you strong, 

firm and steadfast. 11To him be the power for ever and 

ever. Amen. 



12With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful 

brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you 

and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand 

fast in it. 13She who is in Babylon, chosen together 

with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son 

Mark. 14Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace 

to all of you who are in Christ.
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A summary of our series on 1 Peter:

Tim  ñGod uses broken vesselsò   1 Peter 1:1 - 2

Mark ñThe Goal of our Faith (hope)ò 1 Peter 1:2 - 12

Elmer  ñGodôs Wordsò  1 Peter 1:13 - 25

Tim ñBuilders of a Spiritual Houseò 1 Peter 2:1-12

Mark ñRespectful Aliensò 1 Peter 2:13-25

Huub ñHeirs together the grace of lifeò  1 Peter 3:1-7

Mark ñEager to do Goodò 1 Peter 3:8-22

Tim ñLiving as a Jesus Freakò1 Peter 4:1 ï11

Elmer ñSuffering ïChristôs Unconditional Loveò1 Peter 4:12 - 19



1To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow 

elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one 

who also will share in the glory to be revealed:

a) Yes to the elders amongst us!

b) To all of us ïWhy apply this to us? 



A. Jesus uses Broken Vessels ï1 Peter 1:1

B. We have a living hope - 1 Peter 1:3
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 

into a living hopethrough the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead,ò



C. We are to Be Holy ï1 Peter 1:15
15But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you 

do; 16for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy.ò

D. We are Living Stones ï1 Peter 2:4 - 5
4As you come to him, the living Stoneðrejected by men 
but chosen by God and precious to himð 5you also, like 
living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a 
holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptableto 
God through Jesus Christ.



E. We are a Chosen People ï1 Peter 2:9 ï10
9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of 

him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

F. We are Servants of God ï1 Peter 2:16

16Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up 

for evil; live as servants of God



G. We have no Fearï1 Peter 3:13 - 14
13Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14But 

even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do 

not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." 

H. We have a Reason for Hopeï1 Peter 3:15

15But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared 

to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 

for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect,



I. We have a new Attitude ï1 Peter 4:1 - 2
1Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also 

with the same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body 

is done with sin. 2As a result, he does not live the rest of his 

earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of 

God.

J. We share Christôs sufferingsï1 Peter 4:13
13But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so 

that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 



2Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your 

care, serving as overseers

·Yes, the Elders are the overseers!

·But what about the rest of us?



A. TO SERVEïas demonstrated by Christ:

John 13:12 ï15
12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his 

clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand 
what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13"You call 
me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I 
am. 14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15I 
have set you an example that you should do as I have 
done for you.

By the way ɀPeter was a witness to this !



B. TO FOLLOW EXAMPLES of our leaders

·1 Corinthians 11:1  ñFollow my example, as I 
follow the example of Christ.ò

·Hebrews 13:7 ñRemember your leaders, who 
spoke the word of God to you. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life and imitate their 
faith.ò

$ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ &ÁÉÔÈ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ×ÏÒËÓ ÉÓ ÕÓÅÌÅÓÓȦ - James 2:20



1 Peter 5:2 ñ2Be shepherds of God's flock that is 

under your care, serving as overseers

not because you must, but because you 

are willing, as God wants you to be;ò

God Wants us to Serve Willing!



1 Peter 5:2b ï4: 

ñnot because you must, but because you are willing, as God 
wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 
3not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being 
examples to the flock. 4And when the Chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never 
fade away.ò

A. Not for money

B. With eagerness

C. Not for power

D. As examples

B. Not for earthly Glorybut for an eternal crown of glory



A. Serve with humility toward one another!

5Young men, in the same way be submissive to those 

who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with 

humility toward one another, because, 

"God opposes the proud 

but gives grace to the humble." 6Humble
yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that 

he may lift you up in due time. 



B. Without Fear

7 ñCast all your anxiety on him because he cares 

for you.ò 



8 ñBe self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 
for someone to devour. 9Resist him, standing 
firm in the faith, because you know that your 
brothers throughout the world are undergoing 
the same kind of sufferings.ò 

C. With self control

D. Alert for the attacks of the devil

E. Standing firm in your faith



·Do what?
·To serve  - as demonstrated by Christ
·To follow ïthe example of our leaders

·God Wants us to Serve Willing!

·How? 
·Not for money, With eagerness, Not for power, 

As examples, Not for earthly Glory but for an 
eternal crown of glory

·Which Attitudes?
· Serve with Humility, without Fear, with self 

control. alert for the attacks of the devil, 
standing firm in your faith


